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Introduction & Selection Guidelines

Furthermore, there are careers advice strategies in place 
to help students develop a Year 10 course which will 
lead to a VCE pathway that is relevant to the student’s 
interests and strengths but has some flexibility.

Like all elective systems, there will be choice but that 
does not mean all subjects will run or that students 
will always get their first preference.

Students who wish to undertake an early VCE pathway, 
that is undertake a Unit 1 and 2 in Year 10 and complete 
Unit 3 and 4 in Year 11 should refer to the information 
on page 6. Year 10 students who are enrolled in Units 1 
and 2 will have their progress monitored and reviewed. 
Students who wish to complete the Early VCE pathway 
must complete the online form provided by the 
Pathways Coordinator.

Year 10 aims to provide students with an opportunity to build breadth 
and depth and access to a diverse range of pathways. Our intention 
is to motivate and prepare students for the Victorian Certificate of 
Education (hereafter VCE) by offering a range of choices at Year 10. 

Selection Guidance and  
Important Dates

 – Students select subjects on the basis of 
interests and possible career pathways.

 – Students and parents attend the Careers and 
Subject Expo.

 – Students need to follow the rules for 
selecting a Year 10 Course.

 – Students place their selections in preferential  
order. This is vital to ensure student gain their  
most preferred course. 

 –  Students wishing to enrol in a VCE subject in 
Year 10 should complete the Early VCE Pathway 
Application Form Units 1 & 2.

 – Students make their subject selections using  
“web preferences”. This program has step by  
step instructions on how to complete this task.



The Rules for Selecting a Year 10 Course

Year 10 Electives 2023

Electives 
Once students have selected the compulsory English, 
Maths and Science Units, they may select electives that 
will interest them and provide them with a pathway. 

Please see the following list of electives for each 
Learning Area and relevant sections of this Handbook 
for description of the Elective Units.

Compulsory Subjects Studied all Year
All students must undertake compulsory subjects at Year 
10: English/EAL (English as an Additional Language), 
Maths which is studied all year and one semester of 
Science from the following: Environmental Science, 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Please note, eligible EAL 
students undertake EAL instead of mainstream English 
and in most cases are recommended to take EAL Support 
as one of their electives.

English/EAL: EAL Support, Literature, Journalism: 
Fighting Fake News, Investigating English.

Humanities: History – Turning Points of the Twentieth 
Century, Geography – Global Issues, Humanities – 
Intellectual and Social Movements (ISMS), Commerce 
– Money, Money, Money.

Language: Semester 1 – German/French, Semester 2 – 
German/French. Completion of Semester 1 is required 
for entry to Semester 2.

Science: Biology, Environmental Science, Chemistry  
(pre-requisite for Year 11 Chemistry), Physics  
(pre-requisite for Year 11 Physics).

Art: Art, Ceramics, Drama, Theatre Studies , Media, 
Photography, Visual Communication.

Music: Composing, Recording and Presenting 1, 
Composing, Recording and Presenting 2

PE/ Health / Sport: Training and Fitness, Mixed Team 
Sport and Tactics, Sports Coaching, Personal, Social 
and Community Health.

Technology: Design Technology – Food Studies,  
Design Technology – Systems, Design Technology – 
Textiles, Digital Technology – Computing.

Students take twelve semester length units over the year. Students 
must do English and Mathematics each semester and select 4 other 
electives each semester from the Key Learning Areas.
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Unit 7: PE/Health, Personal, Social & Community Health

Unit 8: Science Elective – Environmental Science

Unit 9: Media

Unit 10: Art – Photography

Unit 11: Early VCE – Music Performance

Unit 12: Early VCE – Music Performance
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Sample 1 – For an Engineering, Medicine and/or Science Pathway 

Sample 2 – For a Law, Humanities, Arts, Social Science Pathway

Sample 3 – For the Performing Arts, Visual Arts, & Music Pathway

Unit 7: Early Start VCE Biology – Unit 1

Unit 8: Early Start VCE Biology – Unit 2

Unit 9: Languages – French/German – Semester 1

Unit 10: Languages French/German – Semester 2

Unit 11: Visual Communication 

Unit 12: Sports Coaching

Unit 7: Journalism

Unit 8: Global Issues

Unit 9: Languages – French/German – Semester 1

Unit 10: Languages French/German – Semester 2

Unit 11: Early Start VCE History – Unit 1

Unit 12: Early Start VCE History – Unit 2

Unit 1: English – Semester 1

Unit 2: English – Semester 2

Unit 3: Mathematics Methods – Semester 1

Unit 4: Mathematics Methods – Semester 2

Unit 5: Science Elective – Physics

Unit 6: Science Elective – Chemistry 

Unit 1: English – Semester 1

Unit 2: English – Semester 2

Unit 3: Literature

Unit 4: Mathematics – Semester 1

Unit 5: Mathematics – Semester 2

Unit 6: Science Elective – Environmental Science

Unit 1: English – Semester 1

Unit 2: English – Semester 2

Unit 3: Mathematics – Semester 1

Unit 4: Mathematics – Semester 2

Unit 5: Art

Unit 6: Visual Communication

An Example of Year 10 Student Programs



Academic Requirements – Early VCE Pathway

VCE subjects open for Year 10 students undertaking 
an early VCE course

Year 9 students will need to complete a written 
application and demonstrate a consistent academic 
performance overall, in Semester 1. In addition, a 
very good work ethic needs to be demonstrated and 
endorsed by the classroom teacher and the Learning 
Area Leader.

Year 9 students will need to complete an application and meet the 
academic requirements if they wish to undertake an early VCE Units 1 
and 2 in, Year 10. Students should consult the VCE Handbook for further 
information about subject choice, guidelines and processes. 

Students are still required to choose 5 subjects in Year 11 and 12 as per 
VCE subject selection guidelines.

Arts: Art, Studio Arts, Visual Communication & Design, 
Music Performance, Drama & Media.

Humanities: Modern History, Empires,Geography, 
Accounting, Business  Management, Legal Studies, 
Philosophy, Economics. 

Mathematics: General Maths and Maths Methods.

PE/Health/Sport: Physical Education, 
Health and Human Development.

Science: Biology, Psychology.

Technology: Food Studies, Applied Computing, 
Product Design and Technology (Textiles), 
Systems Engineering.

The application form is available from the Pathways 
Coordinator.

Please Note: Year 10 students who are enrolled in Units 
1 and 2 will have their progress monitored and reviewed 
during the year.
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Year 10 Compulsory Subjects

Students in Year 10 will undertake the following Compulsory Subjects

English

English as Additional Language (EAL)

In Year 10 English, students continue to develop their 
skills in Literacy, Literature, and Language through 
the modes of Writing, Reading and Viewing, Speaking 
and Listening. Students analyse the views and values 
in texts, including a classic Greek myth, American 
fiction, a contemporary indigenous play and a film text. 
The selected texts engage and challenge students to 
think critically and develop individualised and justified 
interpretations. Students are prepared for VCE as they 

Students who qualify for EAL status will undertake 
English as an Additional Language. In this subject, 
students will develop their analytical and creative skills 
in the modes of writing, reading, speaking and listening. 
Students are encouraged to read independently, think 
creatively and discuss a range of complex ideas and 
themes using the selected texts. Students will also 
focus on developing their writing and language skills 
through a range of written, spoken and aural tasks.

develop their skills in analytic, comparative and creative  
text responses as well as analysing and presenting 
arguments on current social issues.

Students will be assessed against the Victorian Curriculum 
Strands of Literacy, Literature, and Language through the 
modes of Writing, Reading and Viewing, Speaking and 
Listening. Students will read a range of texts and write 
creatively, analytically and comparatively.

Students will be assessed utilising the Victorian 
Curriculum EAL Standards of Reading, Writing, 
Speaking and Listening. Students will complete a range 
of written tasks, such as a text response on a set text, 
a comparative text response on a pair of texts and 
a creative response to a set text. Students will also 
perform an oral presentation and aural tasks in class.
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Year 10 Compulsory Subjects

Maths Methods

General Maths 

On the basis of student choice, NAPLAN and Year 9 Assessment Grades all Year 10 students will be placed  
into either 10 Maths Methods or into 10 General Maths. Students will be expected to purchase a CAS calculator.  
The CASIO CLASSPAD II is the preferred model. 

Students are assessed against the Victorian Curriculum 
Strands: Number and Algebra, Statistics and Probability 
and Measurement and Geometry. Assessment will include 
projects, problem solving, topic tests and an exams.

Students study the following topics: Simultaneous 
Equations, Matrices, Linear Graphs, Pythagoras, 
Trigonometry, Probability, Real Numbers, Parabolas, 
Measurement, Quadratic Expressions, Statistics and 
Quadratic Equations, Indices, Logarithms, Exponentials 
and Circular Geometry. The year 10 Methods stream 
sets up students to be successful with Units 1 & 2 
Maths Methods and to possibly undertake Units  
1 & 2 Specialist Maths.

Students study the following topics: Simultaneous 
Equations, Matrices, Linear Graphs, Pythagoras, 
Trigonometry, Probability, Number Patterns, Non-Linear 
Graphs, Measurement, Financial Arithmetic, Statistics 
and Networks. The Year 10 General Maths stream sets up 
students to be successful with Units 1 & 2 General Maths.

Students are assessed against the Victorian Curriculum 
Strands: Number and Algebra, Statistics and Probability 
and Measurement and Geometry. Assessment will include 
projects, problem solving, topic tests and an exams.

Maths
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Year 10 Compulsory Subjects

Biology

Chemistry

All Science electives are semester based subjects. Student must select one Science subject from the following: 
Biology, Chemistry, Environmental Science or Physics. Those students wishing to study more Science subjects 
can choose more as part of their elective options.

Year 10 Biology is intended for students who have 
an interest in the living world and/or are intending 
on studying VCE Biology. Through theory based and 
practical based activities, students will investigate and 
gain a better understanding of key concepts in the 
areas of cells, inheritance, and evolution. 

Students will be assessed against the Victorian 
Curriculum Strands: Science Understanding and 
Science Inquiry. Assessment will include written tests, 
assignments and practical investigations. Students  
will also be required to sit an exam at the conclusion  
of the semester.

In this elective students will learn about the 
elements and trends of the Periodic Table, the 
properties of compounds, and a range of chemistry 
principles. Through theory-based lessons and 
practical experiences, students will gain a deeper 
understanding of Chemistry in their world. Year 
10 Chemistry is highly recommended for students 
wishing to undertake VCE Chemistry.

Students will be assessed against the Victorian 
Curriculum Strands: Science Understanding and 
Science Inquiry. Assessment will include written  
tests, assignments and practical investigations. 
Students will also be required to sit an exam at  
the conclusion of the semester.

Science

Physics

In this elective students will develop their knowledge of 
the fundamental physical concepts: energy and forces. 
Students undertake a variety of practical and theoretical 
activities to explore the origins of our Universe; the 
heating and cooling of our atmosphere; motor-vehicle 
safety; electric motors and alternative energy sources. 
The Year 10 Physics Elective is highly recommended for 
students wishing to undertake VCE Physics.

Students will be assessed against the Victorian 
Curriculum Strands: Science Understanding and 
Science Inquiry. Assessment will include written tests, 
assignments and practical investigations. Students  
will also be required to sit an exam at the conclusion  
of the semester.

Environmental Science

Environmental Science combines elements of Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics and Earth Sciences to explore the 
systems that sustain life on Earth. Students examine data 
and models, undertake research, and carry out practical 
investigation to develop an understanding of the 
interactions between humans and their environments.

Topics include sustainability, pollution, biodiversity, 
energy use, climate change, and the development of 
technologies to protect the future health of Earth and 
its inhabitants. Students will be assessed against the 
Victorian Curriculum Strands: Science Understanding 
and Science Inquiry. Students intending to pursue VCE 
sciences should also select the appropriate Year 10 
science elective/s.
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Year 10 Elective Subjects

English – EAL Support

English – Literature

This is targeted for students who are undertaking 
the mainstream EAL subject. In this subject, students 
will develop their knowledge of English vocabulary 
and grammar to support them in subjects across the 
curriculum. They will develop their skills in the modes 
of writing, reading, speaking and listening. Students 
will also develop skills by focusing on non-fictional text 
types, as well as creative writing, resume requirements 
and job-related expertise.

In Year 10 Literature students engage in literature  
texts including contemporary Australian short stories, 
poetry and modern drama. Students examine literary 
texts and explore narrative voice, characterisation, 
text structures and devices that evoke different 
interpretations and responses. Students produce 
creative text responses and build skills in annotating 
and writing close analysis responses. 

This elective is aimed at students who enjoy reading 
and discussion. It would particularly suit students who 
are considering VCE Literature or who want to enhance 
their analytic and writing skills for VCE English. 
Students are assessed according to the Victorian 
Curriculum Strands which are Literacy, Language and 
Literature and the Modes which are Reading, Writing, 
Speaking and Listening.

Elective subjects at Year 10 have been designed to provide the 
students with the opportunity to gain a rich diversity in their subject 
selection choice as well as to support them in their academic pathway. 
The electives available in each learning area are as follows:

Students are assessed using the Victorian Curriculum 
EAL Standards: students complete a range of written 
tasks such as creative writing, news reports, biography 
writing and a comparative text response. Students will 
also participate in oral presentations and aural tasks  
in class.



English – Journalism – Fighting Fake News

English – Investigating English

Humanities – History: Turning Points of the Twentieth Century

This elective is suited to those with a passion for 
writing, truth and speaking out. With a focus on 
social issues in the media, the course asks important 
questions. What and who shapes the news? What 
is fake news? Who counts as a journalist in today’s 
world? Students debate issues and write for different 
media forms including film, print and social media. For 
the major assignment, students present an extended 

research task on a social issue, analysing different 
media texts and presenting their own opinion in a 
journalism text using a format of their choice (article, tv 
news clip, online news etc). The subject aims to develop 
communication and research skills, preparing students 
for VCE English as well as providing a grounding in the 
theoretical aspects of VCE Media.

This subject is for lovers of language, and for students 
who want to know more about why we speak the way 
we do. In order to engage in a conversation about 
language, we need to know the correct ways to talk 
about it. This subject will look at the language we use to 
talk about language. (Subject title) will cover two  
key areas:

 – Building the vocabulary we need to be able to 
discuss language.

 – Researching the different variations of English used 
across Australia and the world.

Turning Points of the Twentieth Century is a one 
semester History course. In this course students will be 
developing their historical skills while studying the Great 
Depression, the historical significance of World War II, as 
well as looking at the causes and effects of the outbreak 
of war. Students then will analyse continuity and change 
through the changing nature of popular culture in post-
WWII Australia.

Students are assessed against the relevant Victorian 
Curriculum Strands students are assessed by research 
projects, written assignments, and primary and secondary 
source analysis. 

 – The elective is suited to those considering English 
Language as a VCE choice and can help determine 
if this is an appropriate pathway. Students read a 
range of challenging contemporary texts, including 
everyday communications, and respond through 
short answer, essay and research tasks. Students 
are assessed according to the Victorian Curriculum 
Strands which are Literacy, Language and Literature 
and the Modes which are Reading, Writing, Speaking 
and Listening.
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Humanities – Commerce: Money Money Money

This subject enables students to understand the 
process of accounting, economic and business 
decision-making at the personal, local, national,  
regional and global levels and the effects of these 
decisions on themselves and others, now and in the 
future. In studying this subject, students will develop 
transferable skills that enable them to identify and 
investigate contemporary economic and business 
issues and events. This will enable them to contribute 

Humanities – History: Intellectual and Social Movements (ISMS)

This unit explores the powerful and controversial social 
and intellectual movements of modern times that have 
shaped the way we think about ourselves and our world. 
It aims to give students a critical insight into the ideas 
that revolutionised art, philosophy, political science, 
psychology and religion in the 20th century. A range 
of movements will be investigated; these could include 
modernism in the visual arts, communism and Marxism, 
atheism, feminism and existentialism. Students should 

have choice in the ISMS that are studied. This elective 
should position students so that they can successfully 
undertake VCE studies in History, Philosophy, Politics 
and Media. 

Students are assessed against the relevant Victorian 
Curriculum Strands: students are assessed by written 
assignments, research project and visual and written 
document analysis. 

Humanities – Global Issues

In this one semester Geography course, students will 
investigate global, national and local differences in 
human wellbeing and the causes and consequences 
of a variety of environmental changes. Students will 
ethically collect primary and secondary data, which 
they will analyse to make predictions about the future, 

explain the interconnection between different places  
and evaluate alternative management strategies.

Students are assessed using the relevant Victorian 
Curriculum Strands: students undertake research projects, 
written assignments and practical investigations. 

to the development of prosperous, sustainable and 
equitable Australian and global economies, to secure 
their own financial wellbeing, and to face the future with 
optimism and confidence.

Students are assessed against the relevant Victorian 
Curriculum Strands through written assignments, case 
studies and participation in the Share Market game. 
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Languages – French

Languages – German

Students participate in a variety of activities, some 
that focus on language forms and structures and 
others that involve communicative tasks, performances 
and experiences. They build their understanding of 
language structures and systems to become more 
fluent and accurate in both speaking and writing. 
Students also gain more control of grammatical, textual 
and intercultural elements to use French in a wider 
range of contexts. 

Students are assessed according to the Victorian 
Curriculum Strands: Communicating and Understanding. 
Types of assessment include roleplays, tests, oral 
presentations, writing tasks and a semester exam.

Students participate in a variety of activities, some 
that focus on language forms and structures and 
others that involve communicative tasks, performances 
and experiences. They build their understanding of 
language structures and systems to become more 
fluent and accurate in both speaking and writing. 
Students also gain more control of grammatical,  

textual and intercultural elements to use German  
in a wider range of contexts.

Students are assessed according to the Victorian 
Curriculum Strands: Communicating and 
Understanding. Types of assessment include 
roleplays, tests, oral presentations, writing tasks 
and a semester exam.



The Arts – Ceramics

The Arts – Art

Students use hand-building techniques (coil, pinch and 
slab techniques) in the construction of their artworks.  
Drape moulds are also used to produce a sculptural 
artwork.  Research tasks on the use of kilns, glazing 
and surface decoration techniques will be completed by 
students. Historical and cultural styles of ceramics will 
be explored as inspiration to students own design work.

Documentation of the artwork with sketches and 
development work will be recorded in a Visual Diary. 
The subject aims to develop artistic capabilities and 
research skills preparing students for VCE Studio Arts.

Students will be assessed against the relevant Victorian 
Curriculum Strands: a collection of completed ceramic 
artworks, a Visual Diary documenting the development 
of artworks and written research tasks. 

Students create artworks which incorporate the design 
elements and principles. They explore a variety of 
media and study how artists use a wide range of ideas 
to distil the essence of the sitter in portraiture. Students 
explore historical and contemporary artists as a source 
of inspiration for their own artmaking. A Visual Diary is 
used to document the development of artwork and for 
sketching ideas. The subject aims to develop artistic 
capabilities and research skills preparing students for 
VCE Studio Arts.

Students will be assessed against the relevant Victorian 
Curriculum Strands: a folio of artworks, a Visual Diary 
document the development of artworks and written 
research tasks. 

Students generate and develop design concepts using 
a range of design elements and principles, rendering 
techniques and drawing methods. Students produce 
a folio of drawings that incorporate the three designs 
fields of Communication, Environmental and Industrial 
design. This subject involves theoretical and practical 
applications of Visual Communication Design. The 
subject aims to develop design communication and 
research skills preparing students for VCE Visual 
Communication & Design.

Students will be assessed against the relevant Victorian 
Curriculum Strands: folio of design artworks, written 
research tasks and documentation of the design 
process. 

The Arts –  
Visual Communication
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The Arts – Media

The Arts – Photography

The Arts – Drama

The Arts – Theatre Studies

Students produce a digital portfolio that documents 
the development of a range of media products and 
processes, including animation styles, character design, 
comic panel designs, storyboarding, and narrative and 
documentary film production. Students develop research 
skills to inform their designs and investigate social and 
ethical issues in the media, and complete practical work 
using Adobe Illustrator, InDesign, and Premiere Pro.  

The subject aims to develop practical and theoretical 
media skills that prepare students for VCE Media. 

Students will be assessed against the relevant  
Victorian Curriculum Strands: a digital portfolio of 
research, production skills and final design works. 

Students research the history of photography, contemporary 
photographers and the rules of composition to inspire 
their own practice to produce a series of finished artworks.  
Students develop confidence in using DSLR cameras 
in manual settings and use digital editing techniques in 
Photoshop to communicate their ideas. Students experiment 
with studio lighting, green screen techniques and digital 
editing techniques in Photoshop to communicate their 
ideas. The subject aims to develop photographic media 

Students will devise, rehearse and design various 
performances incorporating the use of Dramatic 
elements, stagecraft and non-naturalistic performance. 
Students will study the works of non-naturalistic 
performances and analyse these works in the form of 
written work. Students will receive various stimuli and 
together devise their own performance; writing scripts, 
creating props and sets Students will also be required 

Students will study the various roles in performing arts 
such as stage craft designers (set, props, hair & make 
up, costume, lighting, sound, audio/visual) and leaders 
in theatre (stage management, direction, production 
management, producing, marketing and public relations, 
dramaturgy). Students will engage in creative practical 
activities, developing skills in and understanding of 
the processes within theatrical production. Students 
will develop skills in script analysis and interpretation, 
attending a production on excursion. Learning will be 

capabilities and research skills preparing students for 
VCE Media and VCE Studio Arts.

Students will be assessed against the relevant Victorian 
Curriculum Strands: digital folio of photographic 
artworks, printed images and written research tasks. 
The subject aims to develop performance skills and 
research skills preparing students for VCE Drama. 

to self- assess their work and keep a Drama Diary. The 
subject aims to develop performance skills and research 
skills preparing students for VCE Drama.

Assessment: Students will be assessed against the 
relevant Victorian Curriculum Strands: performance in 
groups and pairs, a Drama Diary and written research 
tasks. 

closely linked to the Melbourne independent theatre 
industry and vocational application of practical creative 
skills. This elective would serve as a pathway towards 
VCE Drama and VCE Theatre Studies. 

Students will be assessed against the relevant Victorian 
Curriculum Strands: Performances and production 
management in groups, scriptwriting and direction, and 
written research tasks. 



Science

Physical Education and Health – Mixed Team Sports 
and Tactics

Physical Education and Health – Training and Fitness

Physical Education and Health – Sports Coaching

For a list of science subjects see page 9. Student must 
select one Science subject. Those students wishing to 
study more Science subjects can choose this as part  
of their elective options.

Students play a variety of team sports (both traditional 
and non-traditional), learning and analysing tactical 
strategies and evaluating self and peer performance. 
Students will also prepare and teach a class to their 
peers. Students develop knowledge and skills in 
Sports First Aid as well as methods for preparation 

for Physical Activity and Recovery. Students will be 
assessed against the relevant Victorian Curriculum 
Strands: assessment will include a research assignment, 
peer teaching, organisation of a sporting competition, 
workbook completion and tests.

Students will engage in a variety of incursions and 
excursions which will include many different fitness 
activities. These will be supervised and instructed by 
both the classroom teacher and the qualified fitness 
instructors. Students learn the benefits, components 
and applications of weight training and a variety of 
other training methods.

Students explore and gain an understanding about 
coaching principles, techniques, and skill acquisition. 
They have opportunity to apply theoretical 
understanding in several practical coaching sessions 
both in school and/or local community. Additionally, 
students undertake a sport science unit where they 
investigate the concepts of fitness components, 
fitness testing, energy systems and acute responses 
to exercise. Students may partake in sports studies 
with guest speakers in areas such as Nutrition, Sports 
Psychology, Sports Massage, Personal Training, Sports 
Medicine, Disability Sports and Goal Setting (subject to 

Students will be assessed against the relevant Victorian 
Curriculum Strands: Assessment will include a research 
assignment, fitness essay, training program/portfolio, 
written lab reports, workbook completion and an 
examination. Approximate cost: $160

availability). Students attend incursions or excursions 
such as to the MCG, Victorian Institute of Sport or MET.  

Students will be assessed against the relevant Victorian 
Curriculum Strands: assessment will include a research 
assignment, fitness analysis essay, participation in 
a coaching course, afterschool/in school coaching 
program, workbook completion and end of unit test. 
Excursions/Incursions will incur costs, up to a total 
of $200. There is also an opportunity to attend an 
optional Sailing Camp at the end of the school year. 
Approximate cost of camp - $220
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Physical Education and Health –  
Personal, Social & Community Health

Students will develop their ability to make educated 
health decisions relating to personal, social and 
community health, safety and wellbeing. Students will 
analyse and explore personal behaviours, actions and 
their potential health outcomes. Topics will include 

nutrition, peer pressure, safe partying, the law, health 
trends in Australia, health promotion & programs to 
protect the health and safety of young people. This 
subject leads into VCE HHD.

Music – Composing, 
Recording and Presenting 1

Music – Composing, 
Recording and Presenting 2

How do you compose an amazing cover song? How do 
you turn that cover into a remix? And how do you use 
technology to record your efforts?

Students will take part in a range of creative projects 
throughout the semester in order to practise their 
music industry skills. Leadership skills will be practised 
over the term to allow for confident collaboration as a 
member of a music industry team. A range of genres 
will be explored and analysed to enhance original 
compositions and mixdowns using composition and 
recording software. 

Additionally, there are unlimited opportunities to learn 
different performance styles based on student choice 
and interests, from Mozart, to Miles Davis to Metal. 
Bring your instrument, lyrics or original sound files to 
the table and learn some new skills. 

Students will be assessed against relevant Victorian 
Curriculum Strands: Music Practices / Explore and 
Express Ideas.

Re-create a scene from Hamilton, compose a 
soundtrack for your next Youtube video or  
reconnect with your body as you maintain a  
confident stage presence.

Students will learn to prepare music from a range of 
genres including film music, video games and musical 
theatre. These projects will suit garage band kids, 
jazz improvisers, classical maestros and electronic 
producers alike. Connect with the talents in your  
class to learn a new composition and arranging skill, 
and create a new project along the way.

Performers, explore the most efficient ways of dealing 
with confident performance techniques, including 
nailing an audition and avoiding performance anxiety. 
Don’t just ‘get through’ a piece- enjoy the performance 
process in a safe space.

Additionally, there are unlimited opportunities to 
learn different recording studio techniques based 
on recording needs of student ensembles. Learn to 
project manage an original work, from scribbles on  
the stave to mixing the saxophone solo.

Students will be assessed against relevant Victorian 
Curriculum Strands: Music Practices / Explore and 
Express Ideas.
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Blackburn High School Instrumental Music Program

Blackburn High School offers a comprehensive Music 
Program incorporating opportunities in Classroom, 
Instrumental and Ensemble Music. The Music Program 
provides opportunities that enables students to 
experience a level of excellence in performance, and 
encourages students to take advantage of the numerous 
performance opportunities available.

Instrument Tuition On Offer @ BHS 
Blackburn High School offers tuition on Orchestral 
and Wind Band Instruments, including Percussion 
(orchestral). Guitar, Voice and Piano places are offered 
by audition only.

Students intending to undertake or continue 
Instrumental Music in Year 10 must select it in Web 
Preferences. Please note, these lessons must be paid 
for separately to school fees. 



Design Technology – 
Food Studies 

Design Technology – 
Textiles

Digital Technology – 
Computing

Design Technology – 
Systems

Students research factors which influence food 
selection and use The Design Process to collaboratively 
plan, produce and evaluate a nutritious meal for a 
family. Students further their knowledge on safety 
and hygiene to produce a variety of dishes and further 
develop their production skills. Students investigate 
Australian food patterns and analyse the nutritional 
efficacy of recipes. The subject aims to provide a 
pathway to VCE Food Studies. 

Students will be assessed against the relevant Victorian 
Curriculum Strands: students will be assessed on 
their ability to use safe and hygenic work practices 
and appropriate preparation techniques in a practical 
context and how they respond socially, ethically and 
critically to design solutions. 

Students use complex construction skills using sewing 
machines and a range of materials. Students tie dyed 
and construct a green bag, make a pair of pyjamas, and 
time permitting, an appliquéd block. There are research 
tasks on fashion design and the properties of wool, and 
an assignment on a historical styles and techniques of tie 
dye. The subject aims to provide a pathway to VCE Product 
Design & Technology – Textiles.

Students will be assessed against the relevant Victorian 
Curriculum Strands: textile production items, design tasks 
and research tasks. 

Students investigate the role of hardware and software 
in managing, controlling, and securing networked digital 
systems. Students analyse and visualise data using a 
spreadsheet and write advanced queries to retrieve 
information from a database. Research into emerging 
trends in digital systems is completed by students, 
presenting their finding using an infographic. Students 
develop and modify programs using a programming 
language. The subject aims to provide a pathway to 
VCE Applied Computing. 

Students will be assessed against the relevant Victorian 
Curriculum Strands: A spreadsheet task, a database 
task, a network design task and a programming task.

This program gives students the opportunity to develop 
analytical and problem solving skills in the context of 
electronics and control circuitry. Students will construct 
a number of projects while using the technology process 
of investigating, designing, producing and evaluating. 
Students are also given the opportunity to utilize 3D 
printing technology to enhance their individual products. 
The subject aims to provide a pathway to VCE System 
Engineering.

Students will be assessed against the relevant Victorian 
Curriculum Strands: this will be based in five main areas: 
1. Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) including 
tests and observations. 2. The Design Process which 
includes a Portfolio (body of work). 3. Construction and 
developing skills of a number of products (electronic  
and 3D printed), 4. Research into technology and  
5. Theory Examination. 
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