
Blackburn High School 
21st May 2021 

In this issue: 

• Principal’s Report 

• STEM Centre Report 

• Dunlop House 

• Freeman House 

• Hollows House 

• Melba House 

• Year 8 Camp 

• Duke of Edinburgh 

• Music 

• Respectful Relationships 

• Humanities 

• Journalism 

• Pathways 

• Music 

• Art & Technology 

• Drama 

• Resource Centre 

• Sport 

• Clubs at Blackburn High School 

IDAHOBIT Chalk Drawing, 18th May 2021 



Principal’s Report 

In memory of Mr Geoff Vezey 
 
We acknowledge our much loved and respected Assistant 
Principal Mr Geoff Vezey, who passed away suddenly on Monday, 
19th April 2021 at his home. Our thoughts and prayers are with 
his family.  
 
Geoff was an integral member of the school leadership team at Blackburn High School for the 
past 10 years where he held a number of leadership positions including Freeman House 
Leader, Director of Learning & Teaching and, more recently, as the Assistant Principal.  He 
was a person of the highest integrity and dedicated to the students, staff and parents.  
 
Students were always at the centre of the decision making and he had a passion for 
developing our student leaders and empowering them to make Blackburn High School an 
even better school. This was evident during the 2020 COVID period, as we navigated through 
this challenging period.  
 
Geoff worked closely with our House Leaders to ensure that the Mentor Program continued 
to meet the needs of our students and help facilitate stronger connections between the 
students and teachers. He worked closely with the Wellbeing Team and with Chaplaincy, who 
are important partners in ensuring a positive and safe school environment for our students. 
Geoff’s strong human leadership skills ensured that he was trusted and able to work with all 
members of the school community. His contribution to School Council spanned over 8 years. 
 
In memory of Mr Geoff Vezey, an outstanding educator, colleague and friend who will be 
sorely missed. 
  
 

Ms Joanna Alexander 
Principal 



STEM Centre Report 

Blackburn High School is pleased to present the official renders of our new STEM Centre. After many 
months of planning and design we can now show you a little glimpse of what our state of the art Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Centre will look like. Demolition of Old Freeman is set to take 
place later in Term 3 and paves the way for breaking ground on the new construction. Stay tuned for 
more exciting updates including the grand opening of the new Freeman locker pavilion in  Term 3, the 
ribbon cutting of the new car park also in Term 3 and the big move of four of our portables happening 
over these upcoming school holidays. 
  

Ms Allison Jenner, Assistant Principal 



Dunlop House 
Our year is certainly flying along at great speed with so 
many exciting things happening. I would like to again 
thank all of our students, staff and parents for their work 
and support. Here are some news items: 
  
Dunlop Games 
Our Dunlop Games competition has kicked off on a 
Friday with some fun, friendly competition. Games have 
included cup stacking, tug of war, M and M pick up as 
well as basketball shooting and races. So far it’s D5 in the 
lead with lots of Mentor Groups snapping at their heels. 
The Games will continue for the next four weeks as part 
of our Fun Friday theme. 
  
Pathways process 
Students have begun updating their Career Action Plans 
and this is the start of the process for subject selection 
for next year. These sessions are taking place on 
Thursdays in Mentor Group and subject selections will 
take place early next term 
  
 

Uniform 
A big thanks to all the students 
and parents who are 
supporting us by wearing 
correct uniform. If a student is 
out of uniform they must see 
their Mentor Teacher that 
morning to obtain a uniform 
pass. This must then be carried 
with them. All students should 
have a blazer for winter as the 
outer garment. 
  
PE Uniform- Important Reminder 
As mentioned in our parent Newsfeeds, the PE uniform 
may be worn on days when students have a practical PE 
or Sport class on that day. However, it must be the 
correct sports uniform only. If a student does not have 
the correct PE uniform they must wear the academic 
uniform and change for PE class. 

 
Mr Mark Pasquali, Dunlop House Leader 

 YEAR 8 CAMP: LAKE DEWAR LODGE 



Dunlop House 

MEET OUR 2021 YEAR 12s 
Our Year 12s are such an important part of our House and we have decided to feature Year 12 student 
profiles throughout the year. 

Name: Khushi Virdi  

Been at BHS since: Year 7  

Favourite Subject: Health and Human Development  

Plans for next year: Go to university and study primary teaching or psychology  

Favourite food: Sushi  

If you won a million dollars what would you do? Travel the world, move to NYC, go to 

concerts  

What are you most looking forward to this year? The carnivals and graduating!  

Name: James Howlett 

Been at BHS since: 2016 

Favourite Subject: Biology 

Plans for next year: University 

Favourite animal: My pet cat Sunny 

If you won a million dollars what would you do? Travel, invest, and give some to family 

and charity. 

What is something you are proud of? Being Mentor Leader for the amazing D10 twice! 

Name: Annabel Twidale 

Been at BHS since: Year 7 

Favourite Subject: Textiles  

Plans for next year: Travel Norway from December to February then Hawaii from June until 

August. Between these two holidays, I will be investing my time in progressing my business.  

Favourite animal: Reindeer 

What is something you are proud of? I am proud of the person I am becoming.  

What is at the top of your bucket list? See the Northern Lights.  

Name:  Belal Ghulami 

Been at BHS since: Year 7  

Favourite Subject:  Psychology 

Plans for next year: Soccer player/Tik Tok star. 

If you won a million dollars, what would you do? Invest it back into Blackburn High 

School as this school is amazing with lots of potential 

What is something you are proud of? Staying here until Year 12 

Who is your hero?  Ronaldo and Charlie Damelio 



Freeman House 
It has been busy as always in Freeman House and we 
have already ticked over the halfway stage of Term 2. Our 
Year 8s headed off to camp for three days at Bacchus 
Marsh and had a fantastic time completing a range of 
outdoor activities. The weather on the Tuesday did not 
put a dampener on things and the students remained in 
good spirits throughout the camp.  
 
During the term we acknowledged our student leaders 
and Year 12s and presented them with their badges. We 
celebrated our House swimming champions and our 
students who received medals for the Zone Diving 
Championships which were held in Term 1. Good luck to 
all students involved in the upcoming semester exams 
and our Year 12s who will be sitting the GAT in the next 
couple of weeks.  

Freeman Year 12s 

FREEMAN HOUSE 2021 

Mr Liam Tobin, Freeman House Leader 



Freeman House 

Stephanie Brooks 
 
What's your favourite subject? 
Studio Arts 
What are your plans for after Year 12? 
Start working full time straight away  
What's an imaginary subject that you 
wish you could take? 
Nursing at school  
What's your dream job? 
Disability support  
If you could choose any two famous people to have din-
ner with, who would it be? 
Justin Bieber and Harry Styles  
If you were a wrestler what would your entrance theme 
song be? 
Kelly Clarkson- Stronger  
If you were a vegetable, what do you think you would be? 
Corn  

YEAR 12 PROFILES Jemma Nhu 
 
What's your favourite subject? 
Business Management  
What are your plans for after Year 12? 
Bachelor of Accounting and Finance at uni-
versity  
What's an imaginary subject that you wish 
you could take? 
Social Interactions 101  
What's your dream job? 
Accountant  
If you could choose any two famous people to have dinner 
with, who would it be? 
Chris Hemsworth and Chad Michael Murray  
If you were a wrestler what would your entrance theme 
song be? 
Girls just want to have fun by Cyndi Lauper 
If you were a vegetable, what do you think you would be? 
A carrot  

Krystal Martin 
 
What's your favourite subject? 
Drama 
What are your plans for after Year 12? 
I have so many options for after year 12, 
I'm not 100% sure yet. 
What's an imaginary subject that you 
wish you could take? 
Motivational speaking, because I adore speaking in front of 
an audience and also helping people  
What's your dream job? 
Actress, I've always been drawn to acting since I was young 
and it's always been my dream 
If you could choose any two famous people to have dinner 
with, who would it be? 
P!nk and Lauren Graham. P!nk because she is an amazing 
singer/performer and I've grown up listening to her change 
through her music and Lauren Graham because Gilmore 
Girls is my all time favourite show  
If you were a wrestler what would your entrance theme 
song be? 
Get the party started by P!nk. 
If you were a vegetable, what do you think you would be? 
A Brussel sprout because some people like me and some 
people don't,  

Elliot Shute 
 
What's your favourite subject? 
Media 
What are your plans for after Year 
12? 
Either an Arts degree, Drama school or 
film school. 
What's an imaginary subject that you wish you could 
take? 
Fashion  
What's your dream job? 
Actor/Filmmaker  
If you could choose any two famous people to have 
dinner with, who would it be? 
Jack Nicholson and Takehiko Inoue  
If you were a wrestler what would your entrance 
theme song be? 
Pantheon’s Theme from League of Legends  
If you were a vegetable, what do you think you would 
be? 
Beans  



ATTENDANCE AWARDS 
On Monday, 19th April we held our first assembly for 
the term and conducted our quarterly attendance 
awards. It was fantastic to see so may students reach 
about 95% attendance throughout the first term, 
something that goes a long way to improving their 
social, emotional and physical health, as well as their 
educational outcomes. 
Congratulations to Amber Chaffer, Svenleb Lim and 
Riya Sharma who were the lucky recipients of the $30 
gift card. 

Hollows House 

HOUSE ATHLETICS 
An enormous congratulations to Hollows staff and 
students for their efforts prior to, and during our 2021 
Athletics Carnival. The participation, House spirit and 
effort that was displayed was second to none. I can 
proudly say that Hollows was able to finish in first place 
for the carnival, which takes our tally to 9 wins in a row. 
We look forward to making it a full decade in 2022, well 
done! 

YEAR 12 BADGES 
Congratulations to our Hollows Year 12 cohort who 
received their Year 12 Badges on Monday, 19th April.  

GOOD LUCK TO THE GILSONS 
Congratulations and best of luck to Dartanyn Gilson 
Year 11 and Indianna Gilson Year 8 who have both 
been named on the Victorian Gymnastics Team. 
Dartanyn and Indianna will be travelling to 
Queensland to represent Victoria in the National 
Gymnastics Championships. 
We look forward to hearing about their experience 
when they return. 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 
Hollows student leaders are working hard to develop 
Mentor Group activities for Fun Friday. Term 2 is all 
about Intra-Mentor activities and Term 3 student 
leaders will be running Inter-Mentor activities, such as 
the our famous Hol-ympics. So far Positive Post-It and 
Google Feud have been fantastic activities.  

Mr Scott Conte, Hollows House Leader 



Hollows House 

My Camp Experience 

The three days we were lucky to have at Lake Dewar 
Lodge were jam-packed full of many amazing and unique 
activities. These included the mysterious adventure 
tunnelling and mountain bike riding. My favourite two 
were the 250m flying fox over the spectacular Werribee 
Gorge and the challenging rock-hop of a walk through 
the beautiful gorge itself. The wonderful camp staff 
ensured all the activities were great experiences and 
treated us very well. 

I can confidently say that every student enjoyed their 
time at the camp and enjoyed participating in the 
activities and being with their friends, as well as meeting 
new ones. -Lucy Bryant 

Name: Raj Dhaliwal 
 
What’s your favourite animal? 
Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson between years 
2000 – 2002 during his world record breaking 
reign in the WWE because he was an animal in 
the ring 
Hidden talent? 
Professional battle rapping 
Been at Blackburn since: 
2016 
What's your favourite subject? 
Wood Tech 3&4 
Favourite part of Remote Learning? 
More time to watch Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson 
If you won a million dollars, what would you do? 
Try to meet Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson 
What is at the top of your bucket list? 
Meet Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson 
Silliest thing you’ve been tricked into believing? 
That Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson was not a good actor 
Favourite quote? 
“Jabroni” 
Who is your hero? 
Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson 
Plans for next year? 
Watch more of Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson on the big screen 
in his upcoming movies “Fast and Furious 9”, “Jungle Cruise” 
and “Black Adam”. 

Name: Michaela Greilach 

What’s your favourite animal? 
Meerkats 
Hidden talent? 
Moving one eye when they're both 
crossed 
Been at Blackburn since: 
Year 7 
What's your favourite subject? 
PE or Psychology. 
Favourite part of Remote Learning? 
Working to my own schedule. 
If you won a million dollars, what would you do? 
Buy a house on the beach. 
What is at the top of your bucket list? 
Skydiving and camping at beaches around Australia. 
Silliest thing you’ve been tricked into believing? 
Swallowing a watermelon seed would make a watermelon 
grow in inside me. 
Favourite quote? 
“I say more dumb things before 9am than most people 
say all day” – Chandler Bing 
Who is your hero? 
My Cousin 
Plans for next year? 
No clue, maybe living interstate for a few months. 

YEAR 12 PROFILES 



Melba House 

Welcome back to Term 2  
  
We hope all Melba families had an enjoyable Term 1 break. It 
has been great to see the majority of students successfully 
transition to the winter uniform this term. 
  
Term 2 is off to a busy start with NAPLAN, Year 8 Camp, Mid-
Year Music Concert and Inter-school Sport all occurring within 
the first 5 weeks. We encourage all students to continue their 
involvement in extra-curricular activities.  

Melba student leadership team 
 
The Melba Student Leadership team have been working hard to 
make improvements to both the Mentor Program and the 
Melba House areas. During Fun Friday the Mentor Groups have 
competed in a student designed Volleyball tournament and fun 
quiz. Thank you to our Melba Student Leaders for your ongoing 
work.  

First Solo Flight  
  
Congratulations to Dane Gubb who recently completed his 
first solo flight. An outstanding achievement, well done 
Dane! A great example of the Melba students reaching for 
the sky!  

Mr Adrian Ferres, Melba House Leader 



Melba House 

Year 8 Camp 
 
The Melba students attended the YMCA Lake Dewar 
Lodge camp in Week 3 of this term and experienced 
a range of outdoor activities and weather 
conditions.  
 
Organised activities included flying fox, gorge walk, 
adventure tunnelling, stand up paddle boarding, 
kayaking and mountain biking.  Free time activities 
included foosball, pool, tennis and basketball. 
 
Thank you to the Melba staff who attended the 
camp and supported the students in having a 
memorable experience - Claire Greve, Clare 
Leavold, Emma Dickson and Anne Hoang.  



Melba House 

We would like to take this opportunity to share with you some information about our fantastic Year 12 
cohort.  
  
  

Name: Ashton Rhys Hawkins 
Been at BHS since: 2016 
Favourite subject: History 
Plans for next year: Bachelor of Environment/Society 
Favourite food: Fish and Chips 
Favourite colour: Red 
Favourite animal: Chimpanzee 
If you won a million dollars, what would you do?  I would probably buy a house 
What are you most looking forward to this year? Graduating and getting into Uni  
What is something you are proud of?  My piano playing 
What is at the top of your bucket list? Go to Greece, Egypt and Cyprus 
Who is your hero? Eleftherios Venizelos 

If you could live anywhere, where would it be? In a cottage on the coast of the Aegean 
 
Name: Suriya Sivakumar 

Been at BHS since: 2016  

Favourite subject: 3/4 Geography  

Plans for next year: Data Science/CS  

Favourite food: Earl Grey Tea  

Favourite colour: Mazurka   
Favourite animal: Monkey  

What are you most looking forward to this year? A Chamber Strings Camp  

What is something you are proud of? Being born on the same day as Each Zhang  

What is at the top of your bucket list? Passing English Language   
If you could live anywhere, where would it be? Demacia, SR  
 
  

Name:  Elise Ammann 
Been at BHS since:  Year 9 (2018) 
Favourite Subject: Psychology 
Plans for next year: Go to university 
Favourite food: Chicken parma 
Favourite colour: Green 
Favourite animal: Lokie the turtle and Raggles the dog 
If you won a million dollars what would you do?  Save it!! 
What are you most looking forward to this year?  Graduation 



Year 8 Camp - 

Melba & Freeman 



Year 8 Camp—

Dunlop and Hollows 



Duke of Edinburgh 

Duke of Edinburgh Camp- 
Semester 1 

Mitchell River National 
Park 
 
Twenty one students completing 
the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh 
Award attended the Mitchell River 
hiking camp in the first week of 
Term 2. The two groups set off on 
Tuesday and returned on Friday 
after walking close to 30 
kilometres carrying food, tents, 
clothes and other equipment on 
their backs. Throughout the camp 
students developed their outdoor 
living skills including cooking on 
Trangia stoves, setting up a tent, 
travelling as a group and 
navigating using a compass.  
 
The groups were treated to 
stunning weather and views during 
the day as they walked along the 
Mitchell River. At different stages 
of the hike, all students were 
challenged, however 
demonstrated outstanding 
resilience to overcome the 
difficulties they faced. Pending the 
submission of their hike reflection, 
all students were successful in 
meeting the requirements for the 
adventurous journey section of the 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh award.  
 
I would like to give a big thank you 

to Ms Lauren Van Der Westhuizen 

for attending the camp. 

Mr Adrian Ferres, Program 

Coordinator 

 



MID-YEAR MUSIC CONCERT 
 
After 20 long months our music groups were 
finally back in front of live audiences for the Mid
-Year Concert.   Held on the evening of 13th 
May, the two concerts were a celebration of the 
work that the 16 various ensembles of the 
Blackburn Music Program have achieved this 
year.  
 
The feeling of performing in front of an audience 
is a huge highlight.   
 
For students in groups such as the Symphonic 
and Concert Bands, Chamber Strings, Senior Jazz 
Orchestra or Vocal Ensemble it was a long time 
since they last experienced this. For so many 
others, however, it was the first time that they 
had been in the spotlight. 
 
All of the groups acquitted themselves 
fantastically, the music leaders were great hosts, 
the community turned out in force to support 
them and at last, a spark was back. 
  

Jason Ziino 

Director of Music 



Respectful Relationships 

On 18th May, students at 

Blackburn High School 

marked the International 

Day Against Homophobia, 

Transphobia, Intersex and 

Biphobia (IDAHOBIT).  

Students from the Respectful Relationships club, LGBTIQ+ 

club and other interested students and staff joined forces to 

come up with a joint Mentor Group PowerPoint to discuss 

some of the realities facing students in the LGBTIQ+ 

community and what we can do at the school to be more 

inclusive.  

Students also invited the whole school community to 

participate in a chalk drawing session in the centre courtyard. 

Participants were invited to draw positive and inclusive 

messages to show their support of the day and liven up the 

courtyard with a bit of colour. We definitely succeeded!  

Thank you to all who participatedl 

Ms Aimee Pochinco 



Humanities 

YEAR 11 GEOGRAPHY 

On Tuesday, 11th May, the Year 11 Geography 

class travelled to Marysville and Steavenson Falls. 

The purpose of this excursion was to gather 

fieldwork data focusing on the recovery of the 

township and surrounding region after the 2009 

Black Saturday bushfires, and assess the current 

preparedness for bushfire events. 

Students enjoyed walking around the town, 

eating lunch at the bakery, and trekking up to the 

top of Steavenson Falls for a fantastic view! 

Mr Merric Butler, Geography teacher 



Journalism 

The students of Mr. Quinn’s Year 10 Journalism class 
had the privilege of attending the local 3WBC 
community radio station in Box Hill on Friday, 7th May, 
where they learned about the creation of community 
radio. They were shown the facilities of the radio 
station, including two recording studios which the 
students toured. A few lucky students had the 
opportunity to get their voices on the airwaves, where 
they each announced a song. 

The students were able to witness (and at stages take 
part in) the live broadcast of the community radio 
program ‘Sounds Australia’ hosted by Pieter Van 
Wessem, in which a selection of music by upcoming 
Australian artists is played. They talked to Pieter about 
the process of creating community radio and the reach 
and relevance of 3WBC and community media in 
general. 

The visit supplements the recent study of community 
media the class has undertaken, learning about the ever
-changing landscape for local news sources and how the 
media is undergoing revolutionary change in the 21st 
century with the proliferation of social media and the 
increasing centralisation of more traditional media. The 
trip allowed the class to experience the continued 
importance of local media sources first-hand, shining a 
light on how community media continues to live on, 
even in a hostile media environment. 

The class is currently applying the skills they learned 
analysing the media in a project in which they will each 
create their own media source, whether it be a podcast 

or an editorial. The media source will discuss a currently 
relevant issue and the students will be able to give an 
opinion on the matter. 

Mr. Quinn and his Journalism class thank 3WBC for an 
enjoyable tour and a further insight into the inner 
workings of community media. 

Mr Damian Quinn, Journalism Teacher 



National Careers Week @ BHS! 
 
We celebrated National Careers Week 
in the Resource Centre from 17th May 
to 21st May.  Students had the 
opportunity to come along during 
lunchtime and check out some clips, 
grab some information on Uni or TAFE 
courses, or speak with Jay and Kaye 
from our Careers team if they had 
specific questions.  Each day was 
based on the top 5 future jobs and we 
enjoyed seeing the students 
researching future careers and starting 
to think about their future 
options.  This was the line-up: 
 
Monday – Careers in STEM 
Tuesday – Construction + Industry and 
Criminal Justice + Policing 
Thursday – Education/Training and 
Health 
Friday – Arts and Music 
 
Students were also given access to the 
online Year 13 Careers Expo which had 
online events from 17 May to 19 May 
after school. 
  

Ms Kaye Sampson 

Pathways 



Art & Technology 

Charly Andrew 

Paige Rennie 

Jordyn Braszell 

Maeve Chow 

Madelaine Harvey 

Linnea Murray 

Marina Yamazaki 

Year 10 Watercolour 

Landscapes 



Art & Technology 

Anthon Chui 

Kjemal Wainwright 

Josie Harvey 

Lucas Mortensen 

Oscar Brasier 

Year 7 

Funny Faces Planters 



Art & Technology Drama 

Drama Incursion 

Recently the Years 9-12 Drama students had the 

opportunity to view a performance of “Voyage” 

by The Good Girl Song Project. It was a 

wonderful opportunity for the Unit 3 students to 

see a live performance, a requirement of the VCE 

Drama course. The writer, Helen Begley who is 

an ex-Blackburn High student, brings the worlds 

of contemporary theatre, Australian Folk Music 

and Academia together, with a script that 

emerged from the work of Australian historian, 

Dr Liz Rushen. The result was Musical Theatre in 

the Australian vernacular. Two actors portrayed 

thirteen characters, and three musicians 

performed seventeen songs throughout the 

ninety minutes of theatre. The performers had a 

Q&A session at the end of the show to answer 

student questions on the staging and writing of 

the musical. 

Ms Cheryl Angus, Arts & Technology Learning 

Specialist 



Art & Technology Drama 

VCE Drama Ensemble Performances 

Congratulations to the VCE Drama students on their entertaining performances on Tuesday night, 18th May, for 

their Ensemble SAC. The audience consisting of parents, students and staff were treated to 30min acts on the 

themes of “The Family Journey” or “The Day You Were Born”. There was drama, humour and even musical perfor-

mances. The students and staff were also delighted to see Kaitlyn Archer at the performance, who is currently on 

family leave after the birth of her son. We are looking forward to the Solo Performance SAC next term. 

Ms Cheryl Angus,  Arts & Technology Learning Specialist 



Resource Centre 

NEW BOOKS 

We are very fortunate to continually add to  our collection 

most of the new Young Adult fiction books from Australian and 

overseas authors.  Here is a small selection of our latest 

acquisitions: 

In the midst of a nuclear winter Lucy, Fin and 

Max flee the chaos of Sydney with blood on 

their clothes, a gun and handwritten directions 

to safety. When they reach Wattlewood, it 

seems like their struggle to survive might be 

over. There is food, warmth and adults in 

charge. So why can’t Lucy shake the feeling 

they’re still in danger? 

The first in a new fantasy trilogy, this is an 

enthralling read that is not to be missed. It 

follows Kiva Meridan, a hardened 17-year-old 

who has spent the past 10 years captive in the 

infamous prison of Zalindov where she is tasked 

with the role of prison healer. 

* Highly recommended by two of our students! 

If you’re a high school nerd with a severe case 

of social anxiety, there’s nothing quite so 

liberating as going somewhere completely 

new, where no-one knows who you are. When 

Nelson’s parents start working at the local ski 

lodge, he gets the chance to reinvent himself... 

Things to remember when 

using the Resource Centre: 

• Open for homework, private 

study and silent reading during 

recess and lunchtimes, except 

Wednesdays 

• No food permitted in Resource 

Centre 

• Student ID card is required when 

borrowing books and equipment 

from the Resource Centre 

• When the Resource Centre is 

closed for exams, for urgent 

requests use the Williams Road 

entrance - knock and wait for 

assistance. 

Ten year old Rae has a terrible secret—it’s the 

reason she’s all alone, and the reason she 

sleeps on the couch at night. Except for her 

dog, Splinter, Rae has never had anyone really 

look out for her before. But when Rae 

inadvertently befriends Lettie, the “old goat” 

living alone next door, her carefully 

constructed façade begins to crumble. 

Did you know? 

You can access the school’s library 

catalogue from your own computer.   

Go to your start page and click on the 

Resource Centre tile.  Proceed through 

the prompts and use your normal 

school log-in details to access the library 

portal. 

Within the portal you will find Resource 

Centre messages, new book 

descriptions and the library catalogue 

where you can search the library 

collection for resources that may 

interest you. 

Try it! 



Resource Centre 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 

 

The 2021 Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Blackburn High School is excited to be 
participating. The PRC application offers a range of exciting features including: 

• access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs) 

• a modern user-friendly interface 

• rewarding  students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved 

• The option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or complete a book 
review 

 
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of 
reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a 
set number of books by 17 September 2021. 

Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and 
teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian 
Premier and former Premiers. 

To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklist and for more information about the Victorian 
Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  

Register for the Challenge at Blackburn High School 

To register for the 2021 Premier’s Reading Challenge please collect the 
registration form from Liga Darzins in the Resource Centre. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc


Sport 

Interschool Sport Report  

WHITEHORSE DIVISION COMPETITIONS 
 
This term has already seen several sporting days take 
place for the Senior and Intermediate students. As always, 
our students represent our Blackburn High community to 
a high standard and leave our teachers feeling proud! 
Congratulations to all students that competed in the 
following tournaments: 

Senior Soccer 
Senior Basketball 
Senior Table Tennis 
Senior AFL 
Senior Badminton 
Intermediate Netball 
Intermediate AFL 
Intermediate Soccer 
Intermediate Badminton 
 

Our Year 7 and Year 8 competitions will take place during 
the second half of this term, with Year 7 Netball and AFL 
heading out next Tuesday. Good luck to all students and 
most importantly, we hope you have fun! 

ERM BASEBALL—SENIORS AND INTERMEDIATES 

Both the Senior Boys and Intermediate Boys Baseball 

teams won their Whitehorse Division round robin 

competitions and advanced to the Eastern Metropolitan 

Finals. The Intermediate team played well against Auburn 

High and Balwyn High, and displayed great sportsmanship 

throughout the day. The Senior team had a tough draw 

and ended up winning in the last innings of the last game! 

They have secured a spot at the State Finals taking place 

on Tuesday, 25th May. We wish them the best of luck! 

Ms Ashleigh Hosier, Interschool Sports Coordinator 

GOLF 
Year 7 student Hannah Cho represented Blackburn 
High at the Golf Australia Secondary Schools 
Tournament held at the Eastwood Golf Club. She 
played with 3 girls, two from Rowville and one 
from Carey Grammar. Hannah came 3rd 
overall. Congratulations! 

SENIOR GIRLS FOOTBALL 

YEAR 8 GIRLS VOLLEYBALL (A) 



Sport 

INTERSCHOOL ULTIMATE FRISBEE 
 
Blackburn High School entered a boys’ and a girls’ team 
into the Victorian Senior High School Championships on 
Tuesday, 30th March. Despite being placed in the 
strongest pool and generally being younger than their 
opposition, the boys team won 3 matches, including one 
against arch-rivals John Monash Science School, while 
losing 3 matches to older and taller opposition. They 
finished the competition being ranked 9th out of the 
15 Victorian teams who attended. 
 
The girls’ team, despite being low in numbers and 
forming only recently, managed to win 1 game, draw 3 
and lose 3. They all improved their throwing over the 
course of the day, borrowing many strategies from 
netball and basketball. Despite having a total of zero 
games experience before the day, the girls managed to 
finish in the top 8 (out of 11 teams). 
 

Under the supervision of Mr Adam Bulman and Mr 
Steve Thomson, both teams displayed excellent 
sportsmanship throughout the day. They learnt that 
ultimate frisbee is a fun, exhausting and skilful sport 
which requires teamwork and patience! 
 
Boys Team: William Burley, Thomas Carroll, Jackson 
Conroy, Felix Dykes, Leo Dykes, Eddie Gibson, Harvey 
Irvin, Inigo Lamond, Aiden Patterson, Sebastian 
Poynter, Gabe Roso, Elliot Shute 
Girls Team: Megan Burton, Miranda Choo, Charlotte 
Freeman, Lucy Freeman, Rose Hill, Jasmine Kellock, 
Samantha Spencer, Grace Zhu 

 
Mr Adam Bulman 

WHITHORSE DIVISION SENIOR SOCCER 

On Wednesday, 28th April 16 Blackburn High School 

students played in the Senior Soccer Whitehorse 

division in glorious autumn sunshine at Terrara Park. 

Each game consisted of 2x20 minute halves and was a 

test of endurance and durability for the last two 

rounds. Blackburn played their best throughout the day 

but lost to a very talented Box Hill HS A and Box Hill 

Senior who were clearly the better teams. Special 

mention to Jack Johnstone who was superb in goals and 

Sashka Djuric who showed great courage to play against 

the boys. Also a big thankyou to Mr Cairns who made a 

surprise return to duty to offer his Scottish football 

expertise and guidance. The team (and I) was thrilled to 

see him back on the pitch.   

Match Results  

• Round 1: BHS 4 (Daniel Woon 2, Belal Ghulami 1, 
Matt Lowry 1) defeated Koonung 0  

• Round 2: BHS 2 (Daniel Woon 1, Max 1) defeated 
EDSC 0  

• Round 3: BHS 1 (Belal Ghulami 1) were defeated by 
Box Hill HS A 4  

• Round 4: BHS 5 (Max Nattrass 3, Aiden Penny 1, 
Aleksa Djuric 1) defeated Box Hill HS B 2   
Round 5: BHS 0 were defeated by Box Hill Senior 5  
 
Best players: Jack Johnstone, Daniel Ollaik, Bailey Brito-

Babapulle, Will Nguyen, Baljaan Madan ©, Gidi Talmi, 

Max Nattrass, Aiden Penny, Irah Murphy, Daniel 

Woon.   

Mr Nigel Couzens 



Sport 

School Sport Victoria 
State Diving Finalists and State Diving Champion 

On 23rd April, our Diving Team attended the School Sport Victoria Regional and State Finals which were 
held at Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre. The students had a fantastic morning with Diving Victoria 
running clinics for the less experienced divers which then led into the Regional Competition. The winner 
from each region automatically went through to the State final plus the next best 12 divers. As a result 
our whole team made it through to the State Final which was held in the afternoon. 
 
Congratulations to Olivia Roche who came 1st in her age group and is now the 15/16 
Girls State Champion . 
 

Eastern Metropolitan Regional Results 

13/14 Years Girls—Ashley Spowart 1st, Indianna Gilson 3rd, Amber Chaffer 5th 

15/16 Years Boys—Jaymes Miles 3rd, Will Pronyszyn 6th 

15/16 Years Girls—Olivia Roche 1st, Grace Mullenger 4th 

 

State Final Results 

Ashley Spowart—2nd Place (101.95 Points) - 13/14 Years Girls 

Amber Chaffer—3rd Place (100.5 Points) - 13/14 Years Girls 

Indianna Gilson—6th Place  (85.6 Points) - 13/14 Years Girls 

Will Pronyszyn—5th Place (77 Points) - 15/16 Boys 

Olivia Roche—1st Place (231.55 Points) - 15/16 Girls 

Grace Mullenger—10th Place (86.7 Points) - 15/16 Girls 

Blackburn HS Diving Team 2021 

Pictured with Olympic Bronze Medallist Anabelle Smith 

Olivia Roche—1st in 15/16 Girls 

State Champion 



Ms Nadine Roche, Carnivals Coordinator 

Sport 

Whitehorse Division Swimming and Diving 

This year our Swimming and Diving Team 

consisted of 50 students. We headed off to 

Aquarena Aquatic Centre for a successful day of 

competition.  We had some fabulous results with 

20 students placing first, therefore qualifying for 

Eastern Region Finals. These students were: 

Caroline Cui, Ashley Dowler, Felix Dykes, Madison 

Freeman, Mikayla Freeman, Mahdiyar Hajiketabi, 

Jinya Kamada-Poon, Madeleine Lamb, Isla Moore, 

Grace Mullenger, Sebastian Poynter, Will Serong, 

Holly Stute, Luka Stute, Holly Trainor, Amarli 

Wearne, Eugene Yap and Olivia Roche 

Overall, Blackburn finished in 2nd place and 

congratulations to Mikayla Freeman who was 

named age Champion for 20 Years Girls. 

Also a special mention to our Year 12s who 

attended on the day and have been a part of our 

swimming team many times over their 6 years 

here at BHS:  Mikayla Freeman, Eugene Yap, Koby 

Crothers and Madelene Bishop. 






