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Congratulations to all members of the Blackburn High 
School community following a second year of 
successfully navigating through the COVID lockdowns 
which have brought significant challenges at a local, 
national and global level. We achieved a lot as a school 
community and seized on the opportunities in 
November and December, to conduct a range of 
activities including: the Year 6 transition workshops, 
Year 9 City Experience Camp, Year 10 Sailing Camp, Big 
Day In, Presentation Awards Day and the Year 12 
Graduation Celebration. 

Well done to the Year 12 Class of 2021, we are 
immensely proud of your results that demonstrate your 
incredible optimism, gratitude, courage, resilience and 
innovation throughout your two years of VCE during 
the COVID pandemic. In whatever path you take, we 
wish you well in your  future endeavours and hope that 
all your aspirations and dreams come true.  

A special acknowledgement to Talia 
Langton, who is the 2021 Dux of the 
Blackburn High School with an ATAR 
score of 99.25. What an extraordinary 
achievement and we are so proud of her. 
Talia is a highly motivated student with a 
strong work ethic and has a great respect for her 
teachers, who supported and encouraged her 
throughout the 6 years at Blackburn High School. She 
treasured the friendships she developed throughout her 
time at school and will continue with a balanced 
approach in the next phase of her life. Talia really 
enjoyed the CrossFit sessions with Mr Cairns and the 
before school/lunch time study sessions. Talia is keen to 
pursue a research path at Monash University next year. 

Thank you to our incredible School Captains, Sarah 
Cotterell and Seb Valle and all the Student Leaders, who 
have been great ambassadors and outstanding role 
models embodying our School values and expectations 
and providing an important ‘sounding board’ on learning 
and school life throughout these extraordinary times. 

Congratulations to Mr Conte and Dr Hartley who have 
joined the Blackburn High School Principal team as the 
new Assistant Principals. In April this year, we lost our 
much loved and respected Assistant Principal Mr Vezey, 
who passed away suddenly at his home. Mr Vezey was 
an integral member of the School Leadership team at 

Blackburn High School for the past 10 years where he 
held several important positions. He will be 
remembered as a person of the highest integrity and 
dedicated to the students, staff and parents. 

A special acknowledgement to Mr Hlasko who 
has made the decision to retire from teaching 
after 37 years of service to public education 
and Blackburn High School where he was an 
important member of the Science and 
Mathematics teams. We invited Mr Hlasko’s 
wife Trish and daughter Katherine to join us 
during our farewell celebrations. We wish him well as he 
embarks on the next chapter of his life, as a very proud 
grandfather.  

Blackburn High School has valued the support of the 
Chaplaincy program and its Chaplains since it began in 
the early 1970s with the program being supported by 
the dedicated volunteers from the Chaplaincy support 
group. The volunteers fundraised by running the 
Secondhand Book Shop and the Secondhand Uniform 
Shop. Sadly the school lost the Federal Government 
grant money in 2020 to support the Chaplaincy program 
and, as a result, Blackburn High School will not be 
continuing with the program from 2022.  

We are very grateful for the dedication and hard work 
shown by the Chaplaincy group of volunteers and thank 
them for their commitment to supporting our students. 
We wish each member of the Committee, past and 
present, all the very best for the future. The State 
Government has provided funding for an experienced 
full time Mental Health Practitioner who will provide 
critical support for our students from 2022. 

Construction of the new STEM Centre has commenced 
and we are very excited about seeing its development 
and completion next year. 

On behalf of the Principal team, Ms Gachon, Ms Jenner, Mr 
Conte and Dr Hartley, thank you to the dedicated teachers, 
education support staff and the leadership team who have 
worked tirelessly to provide a supportive and encouraging 
school environment throughout the year. I hope that our 
students, their families, and staff have a safe Christmas 
break and return re-energised for the start of the new year 
in 2022. 

Ms Joanna Alexander, Principal 
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GRADUATION CEREMONY 

Dunlop House 

Freeman House 

Hollows House 

Melba House 



HOUSE LEADER 
 
I would like to take the opportunity to thank our 
entire Dunlop 'family' for the year. It has been 
challenging, however I have been amazed by the 
incredible resilience and spirit shown by all 
students, family and staff.  
  
We had the opportunity to farewell our Year 12s in a 
ceremony this week. These students have been 
wonderful leaders and we wish them all the best for 
their future endeavours. Lauren Antoniou was a 
wonderful House Captain and we look forward to 
Fletcher Irvin taking over the mantle next year.  
  
A big thankyou to our parent community who 
provided great support for their children. We look 
forward to continuing our partnership next year. We 
also look forward to welcoming many new Year 7 
families to Dunlop next year. Our  
numbers have grown and we will be introducing a 
new Mentor Group (D16) next year. 
  

A huge thankyou to Loula Tarenidis, our House 
Admin Assistant. Loula is usually the first person on 
the end of the phone for families and a wonderful 
support for staff. Our Assistant House Leaders, Mr 
Kris Burridge and Ms Brittany Milner, have also 
been wonderful supports for students and staff. 
  
I would like to acknowledge the contribution of the 
staff members who will be departing next year. Ms 
Natalie Mittelman (D5), Mr Adam Bulman (D8), Mr 
David Coulter (D3) and Mr Kris Burridge (Assistant 
House Leader) have been great members of the 
Dunlop team. We also look forward to Mr Kazi 
Mapuranga taking on the Assistant House Leader 
role next year. 
  
Can I take this opportunity to wish everyone a lovely 
holiday and a happy and safe Christmas and new 
year. 
  
Mr Mark Pasquali 
Proud Dunlop House Leader. 



Mr Liam Tobin, Freeman House Leader 

HOUSE LEADER 

 

What a year 2021 turned out to be for the Freeman 
House. We had only just started to recover from the 
rollercoaster of 2020 before being taken on another 
challenging adventure.  

We were able to complete a number of school activities in 
the first term and Freeman managed to again assert 
dominance on the Inter-House stage, taking out the 
House Performing Arts and Swimming Carnival 
competitions and put in a strong show in the Athletics. 
The incredible levels of participation in Freeman have 
allowed us to be in such a strong position and I would like 
to thank all the students who put in the effort to represent 
Freeman in these competitions. We managed to complete 
the Freeman fundraiser and I would like to acknowledge 
the work of the Freeman student leaders who assisted in 
the organisation, set up and implementation of the day.  

The second half of the year looked a little bit different as 
we returned to remote learning. I am so proud of the way 
the Freeman students and guardians adapted to the 
challenge of remote learning and you have all 
demonstrated an incredible level of resilience in 
navigating this experience.  

Thank you to Samantha Clifton, our House Administration 
Assistant, who has been instrumental in the support of the 
House and the families of Freeman this year. Thank you to 
all the Freeman Mentor teachers who have supported the 
Freeman students during another challenging year.  

I would like to wish you all a safe and restful break and I 
look forward to working with all in 2022.  

 

Assistant House Leader, Mr Matt Joyce—Year in 
Review 

WE MADE IT.  2021 had its challenges, as we are all more 
than aware ,but again resilience and PMA (Positive Mental 
Attitude) got us through. I’m so proud of all the BHS staff 
and students and more specifically the champions in our 
House, Freeman. We navigated our way through remote 
learning, mini-lockdowns, longer lockdowns and yet 
another Geelong prelim final exit (what, just me affected 
by that??)  

Here’s hoping we get a clearer run at it in 2022, and let’s 
all have a well-deserved summer break. I wish you all the 
very best and see you again soon! 

ACHIEVEMENTS AND 
RECOGNITIONS 

I would like to acknowledge the work of 
Freeman teachers Mr Charles Ayre (F12), 
Mr David Lu (F8) and Ms Madeleine Taylor 
(F11) who are moving on from Blackburn 
High School. We appreciate their support 
of the Mentor program and the Freeman 
House and we wish them all the best at 
their new schools 

A special mention to Mr Greg Hlasko (F10) 
who is retiring after a long career teaching 
at Blackburn. Mr Hlasko has been an 
incredible Mentor teacher and support of 
the Freeman House and we wish him all 
the best in his next adventure. 

Year 7 2022 Orientation Day 
  
Tuesday, 7th December was the State-
wide Orientation Day for 2022 Year 7 
students. It was a great opportunity for 
the incoming Year 7s to experience a day 
as a secondary student. They engaged in a 
number of getting to know you activities 
run by the Freeman staff and then 
completed some subject specific classes in 
the afternoon.  
 
Thank you to all the Freeman staff who 
assisted in the running of the day. A 
special mention to the following students 
who volunteered to help throughout the 
day.  
 
Thank you to our student leaders 

• Charlie Ford 

• Joey Armstrong 

• Samantha Issa  

• Ben Holt 

• Dylan Hosken 

• Yishai Elrom 
  



BHS Big Day In  
  
The student in Years 7-9 were treated to a 
day of fun activities to end the year with the 
Big Day In. The students sat through a 
fantastic performance by the music students 
to begin the day and then had access to a 
range of activities including: 
 
Jumping Castle 
Ice-cream making 
Mindfulness and meditation  
Bungee run  
Sumo suits 
Fitness workout 
 
The students had a fantastic day and it was 
lovely seeing them leave with big smiles on 
their faces. 

VCE Student – Experience back onsite 

Throughout the seemingly endless weeks of 
online learning, I often thought about October 
26th - “Freedom Day”. As I mentally prepared for 
the 26th to arrive it came as a shock to discover 
that we were returning to school on the 22nd!  

The week approaching left me feeling both 
excited to see my friends face to face, yet slightly 
anxious. The prospect of finishing work in class at 
the same rate I did at home appeared unlikely, 
with the distraction of catching up on all of the 
conversations we had missed. Walking to school 
and being back in the crowded Freeman locker 
area felt alien to me, but a sign of getting back to 
the normal we all longed for.  

Although I miss hot lunches and casual clothes, 
my experience returning back to school was 
smooth and it was good to be back.  

 

 



HOUSE LEADER 

Congratulations to everyone on navigating a 
challenging 2021 school year.  

We continue to be impressed by the resilience and 
overall positivity of our Hollows students and have 
enjoyed the return to onsite learning this term. 

We will have some changes within Hollows House 
moving into 2022. I would like to extend an enormous 
thank you and good luck to the following staff: Mr 
Andrew Wright - Mentor Teacher of H14 and Science 
teacher, Mr Kai Yin - Mentor Teacher of H6 and Science 
teacher and Ms Diane Patron - French teacher. 

I would also like to welcome new Mentor Teachers to 
the Hollows family in 2022: Mr Samuel Cousins (H6) 
who is returning after a years leave and Ms Emma Love 
(H14) our school's new Science and STEM Leading 
Teacher. 

On behalf of the Hollows Staff I would like to wish 
everyone an enjoyable break. We look forward to 
seeing all students returning refreshed and ready to 
learn in 2022. 

 Happy holidays! 

Ms Laura Brock, Hollows House Leader 

AWARDS AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

Attendance Raffle 

 On Wednesday, 17th November, Hollows House 
gathered in the Gym for a face-to-face assembly. 

We took part in our quarterly attendance raffle and 
recognised a number of Hollows students for their 
achievements in the Maths and Science ICAS tests and 
played "Heads or Tails" with facts about the Hollows 
Staff. 

 Well done to Thomas Woods-Mill (H13), Annalee Daly 
(H14) and Holly Stute (H3). All three were among a 
large group of Hollows students who maintained a high 
attendance rate during Semester 2. 

  

 

 School Values Award 

Respect, Pursuit of Excellence and Citizenship are the 
values that we believe encapsulate our School 
community. This year a House School Values Award 
was developed to acknowledge and reward the House 
in which students most lived the school values as 
demonstrated through participation in various School 
events. 

I am delighted to announce that Hollows House won 
the Shield in it's 
inaugural year. 

Hollows students 
have gone above 
and beyond to 
demonstrate these 
values.  

Congratulations to 
all Hollows students! 

Farewell Hollows Class of 2021 

  

On Monday, 13th of December, we formally farewelled 
our Hollows Class of 2021 at the Blackburn High 
School's Graduation Ceremony and High Tea. 

 Students were presented with their Certificate of 
Completion of the VCE and with a copy of the 2021 
Yearbook "Under Construction". 

 On behalf of the Hollows Staff Team we would like to 
wish the Hollows Class of 2021 all the best in 2022 and 
beyond. 



HOUSE LEADER  

What a year 2021 has been for students, 
staff and families of Melba House.  

The academic year started just like any 
other with a mix of excitement and 
nerves for 50 Year 7 students starting 
their secondary education. Much 
excitement also surrounded the Year 12 
Melba cohort who were embarking on 
their final year at Blackburn High School.  

Throughout Semester 1 students 
participated in and enjoyed a range of 
House and School events including 
House Swimming, House Performing 
Arts, Year 7 Camp, Duke of Edinburgh 
Camp and Inter-School Sport.  

Semester 2 saw the return of remote 
learning and once again I was so proud 
of the effort, resilience and flexibility 
demonstrated by the Melba students, 
families and staff during this time.  I 
really do want to thank everyone for 
their support across 2021.  

A big thank you to all of the Melba 
mentor teachers who have played a 
pivotal role in supporting their students 
across the year. In particular, thank you 
to Mr Jihan Heenkenda who is moving 
on from Melba house at the end of the 
year. I would also like to extend a very 
warm welcome to Mr Jason Ziino and 
Mr Kieren Bambery who will be joining 
Melba House in 2022. 

Best of luck to our Year 12 students with 
their future endeavours and I wish 
everyone a safe holiday break. We look 
forward to working with all of our Melba 
students in 2022.  
 

Mr Adrian Ferres, 
Melba House Leader 

AWARDS AND ACHIEVEMENTS 
 
Science & Mathematics Competitions 
 
Congratulations to a range of students in Years 7-9 who 
demonstrated outstanding achievement during Mathematics 
and Science competitions in 2022.  
  
 

 
 
 
Attendance Raffle 
Throughout the year we conduct attendance raffles to 
acknowledge students who have outstanding rates of 
attendance. Congratulations to the following students who 
have received a prize during the most recent raffle: 
  
• Saifullah Mohamed 

• Harrison Watkins 

• Emily Bishop 

 



EVENTS 
 
Year 9 Camp and BHS Big Day In  
Students in Years 7-9 had an action packed final week 
with students in Year 9 attending a city based camp 
and all students participating in the BHS Big Day In. 
Year 9 students completed a range of activities during 
the camp including Ice 
Skating, Rock Climbing, Go 
Karting and Luna Park. The Big 
Day In saw students 
undertake activities including 
a jumping castle, volleyball, 
bungee run and sumo suits.  
  
 
Year 7 2022 Orientation Day 
Tuesday, 7th December was 
the State-Wide Orientation Day for 2022 Year 7 
students. This day involves a lot of work from a lot of 
people - a big thank you to all staff who helped out 
with the three Melba classes on the day. It is a high 
energy day and it was fantastic to see so many 
beaming faces and the enthusiasm with which the 
staff ran activities. 
  
A special mention to our wonderful student helpers 
who did a fantastic job showing our new students 
around the school, assisting them to use the school 
locks and helping them meet other students. 
  

• Ashleigh Perkin 

• Emily Bishop 

• Rebecca Hedley 

• Laura Vosinthavong 

• Natalie Hudson 

• Santi Reyes 

• Vrishan Kanakuntla 

• Naima Gerald 

• Isabelle Jones 

 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 

Introducing Melba House Captain 2022 

I’m Ashleigh Perkin, the 2022 Melba House 
Captain.  I have been at Blackburn High 
School since Year 7 and have loved every 
minute of my time here. In 2022 I’m looking 
forward to creating an environment within 
Melba and the School which will foster the 
same enjoyment I have experienced and I 
am excited to carry on the amazing work of 
the 2021 student leadership team together 
with the other 2022 leaders.  The past two 
years have been incredibly challenging for 
everyone, and I think its fair to say we are 
all holding out for a “normal” 2022. I am 
excited to see what  the next year will bring 
for the BHS community. I hope you all have 
a restful and enjoyable holiday with your 
friends and family. Bring on 2022!  

AWARDS AND ACHIEVEMENTS 
 
Melba House Drawasarus Championship  
During remote Mentor Groups in Term 3, 
Drawasarus was a regular feature for 
many of the Melba groups. This virtual 
Pictionary style game combines 
competitive drawing, spelling and 
guessing skills with points awarded for 
how quickly this can be done. During our 
final House Assembly for 2022, a 
representative from each Mentor Group 
played off in the inaugural Melba House 
Drawasarus Championship with the 
following students finishing on the 
podium:  
  

• Kira Bourke (M9) 

• Beren Connell  (M1) 

• Nicholas Farfarakis (M10) 



ALPINE SCHOOL  

FOR STUDENT LEADERSHIP 

Over the last five weeks a number of our Year 9 Students 

have been lucky enough to attend the School for Student 

Leadership at the Gnurad-Gundidj Campus. 

Our House Leaders, Ms Laura Brock and Mr Adrian 

Ferres, attended the campus to visit our students and 

view their Community Learning Project which they had 

worked extremely hard on. 

Students were very excited to provide a tour of their 

facility around which they shared many memorable 

moments which included the fantastic fire pit, ping pong 

set up and Library. 

Looking ahead we are very excited to work with our 

students on their project of improving the quality and 

functionality of the school toilets, through their ‘Better 

Bathrooms’ initiative.  

We are hoping to work with the Alpine School in 2022 to 

offer another excellent experience for our students.  

 

Mr Scott Conte, Assistant Principal 



LANGUAGES 

What a lovely feeling to have everyone back at school this term! 

Language students wasted no time in sharpening their speaking 

skills after another semester interrupted by lockdowns. 

Students across both German and French undertook several 

interesting topics such as clothing, body and health, the 

household, food, and school!  

Though some planned events were cancelled, new excursions and 

events are being planned in 2022! 

On Monday 13th December, the Languages Academic Excellence 

and Learning Norms awards were distributed to the following 

students: 

Early next year, several awards will be distributed to German 

students who participated in the AGTV Schreibwettbewerb 2021 

writing competition. In addition, BHS will be welcoming Barbara 

Uecker, a new German Language Assistant to the school. 

BHS would also like to thank Diane Patron for her work in the 

French department this semester and wish her all the best in 

2022. 

Congratulations to all the award recipients and to all the language 

students for their persistence and resilience in continuing to 

develop their knowledge and skills over another unconventional 

year. 

All the best for a fun and restful summer break! 

Frohe Festtage! Bonne vacances! 

Ms Pochinco 

Languages Coordinator 

  Academic Excellence Learning Norms 

Year 7 Angela DeLeon Anushka Bajpai 

Year 8 Cadence Hannan Isla Moore 

Year 9 Hamish Clarkson Ryan Rud 

Year 10 Eloise Davey Raegan Carter 

Year 11 Kayla Flavel Cameron Grooby 



SPORT 

YEAR 7 & 8 HOUSE SPORT COMPETITION  

All students in Years 7 & 8 participated in the Term 4 House Sport Competition. Each House played 

against the other Houses in a 4 team boys/girls A & B round robin competition. The sports played 

were Netball, Volleyball, Dodgeball and Soccer. There was a total of 123 games (of 15-minute 

duration) played over the last  4 weeks. It was great to see all students represent their House, try 

their best and compete in structured sporting competition. The House spirit was alive and well and 

all students should be commended on their active participation and sportsmanship. 

Congratulations to Freeman who were crowned the inaugural Term 4 House Sport Champions. 

  

 

 

Undefeated Y8 Boys Soccer—

Freeman 

Winning Y8 SEPEP Softball team—

”Fast but not Furious” 

Y8 Softball in Health & PE SEPEP Unit 

HOUSE WINS 
(3 

points) 

DRAWS 
(1 point) 

LOSSES 
(0 points) 

TOTAL 
POINTS 

FINAL 
PLACE 

Dunlop 44 14 65 146 4th 

Freeman 67 11 45 212 1st 

Hollows 63 12 48 201 2nd 

Melba 48 7 68 151 3rd 



GREEN TEAM SPORT 

Mr Nigel Couzens, Sports teacher 




